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New York legislators fail to make deal for congressional redistricting

By Mark Weiner / The Post-Standard 

March 12, 2012, 12:38 AM

Washington -- Sate Assembly and Senate leaders Sunday failed to reach a deal on new boundary lines for New York's congressional districts as a hearing approached Monday with a federal judge.

U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann in Brooklyn will unveil her own revised plan for congressional district lines, which could become law if state lawmakers cannot reach a compromise on their own competing plans by Wednesday.

"Regarding federal lines, we have been working non-stop and tried very hard but just couldn't come to an agreement with the various parties," Michael Whyland, spokesman for Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, D-Manhattan, said Sunday night. "Therefore, we will wait and review the judge's revised lines tomorrow."

Among those eagerly awaiting the outcome is U.S Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle, R-Onondaga Hill, who has written to the judge in support of the court plan, which would leave her district with a small Democratic enrollment advantage.

Buerkle opposes the district maps drawn up by Republicans and Democrats in the state legislature. Those maps turned her Syracuse-area district into one that would be substantially more Democratic by adding the city of Ithaca and Tompkins County.

If those maps become law, Buerkle’s advisers have suggested she consider running in a more GOP-friendly district outside of her Onondaga County home. The first-term congresswoman's willingness to leave her Syracuse-based district has attracted a lot of attention in the past few days. 

Former Rep. Dan Maffei, the Democrat that Buerkle defeated in 2010, sent an email to supporters Friday titled “Running away?” in which he criticized Buerkle for considering the idea of running outside of her Syracuse-area district. Maffei would like to face her in a rematch in November. 

“Ann Marie Buerkle’s problem is not redistricting, it’s her record,” Maffei wrote. “The Tea Party and (Conservative Party) Chairman (Mike) Long might like that she is as extreme and right wing as possible, but voters here are outraged."

On the other side, conservative pundits and observers in Washington, D.C., expressed outrage with New York Republicans for their willingness to abandon Buerkle and give her a Democratic-dominated district.

The influential conservative blogger Erick Erickson of RedState.com was among those who took notice of Buerkle’s situation Friday. He called the GOP move a mistake similar to when the party backed moderate Republican Dede Scozzafava in the 2009 special election for the 23rd Congressional District.

“The same New York GOP that gave us her, and spectacularly saw the next several of its preferred congressional picks go down in flames, is now ready to redistrict one of the most conservative women in Congress out of Congress because, well, she is willing to stand up to her own party on spending,” Erickson wrote. 
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